
Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes

December 21, 2009

________________________________________________________________________************************************************************************

Attending:  Chairman Steve McCourt, Vice Chairman Warren Bryant, Amy Gould, Tom Goding and Town Manager Ruth Cushman.

Guest:  John Johnson(Highway Department),Mark Holt (Waste Water Treatment Plant), Al Landry, Donna Perry (Sunjournal), Pearl Cook, Justin Merrill, Tim DeMillo, Mary Howes, Michael Schaedler, Paul Gilbert, Ben Hansten (Dailey Bulldog), Richard Rowe, Don Macomber, Ellen Levesque, Larry Melcher, Charlie Huff, Debbie Hoke (Livermore Falls Advertiser).
________________________________________________________________________************************************************************************
Pledge of Allegiance:  
6:30 P.M.
Minutes: 
M/M/S-Amy Gould/Tom Goding to accept the 11- 23- 2009 Selectmen minutes-4-0-0 vote.

Old Business:  
No discussion

Engine Break Update:
See Attachment *  
Steve McCourt explained to the Town’s people that Rte 133 & 156 are State roads,  if they put signs up they wouldn’t be able to enforce them and it’s a safety liability. Select person Amy Gould added that Selectmen have addressed this problem in the past and have chosen not to put signs up not only because they can’t enforce them but this would prompt others to put up unenforceable signs.
Paul Gilbert stated that the legislature is looking into a couple of bills for decibel level of trucks, motorcycles etc. Gould stated that she would like to see if these bills pass before putting up signs.
Richard Rowe stated that he called Department Of Transportation. They came out and painted a double line verses the dotted line and also put up Do Not Pass signs.  Rowe said this has helped.
M/M/S-Warren Bryant/Amy Gould to table putting signs up until Town Manager Ruth Cushman checks with the Maine State Police Commercial Vehicle Enforcement on patrolling the corner of Rte 156 & 133.  Also Chairman Steve McCourt will check in with the weigh station to see if there is anything they can do.4-0-0 vote. 
Sewer Rate Calculation:  
Sewer users are currently paying a flat rate of $290.00 annually and the rest of the sewer budget is paid through taxation.  Mark Holt Superintendent of Waste Water Treatment Plant gave selectmen (See Attachment A*) a review of a sewer rate study recommended by the Sewer Committee to go with a water meter reading process.  This would mean a new system, buying water readings from each of the three water districts and establishing a minimum fee. The intent is to get sewer users to pay 100 percent of the O & M (Operating and Maintenance) cost of the Sewer Department as selectmen directed the committee to do. This has been a federal rule on the books since the 70’s, it does require sewer users to pay for the O & M and allow debt service to be paid out of the general fund Holt stated.

Mark ran some example figures based on actual customers water use (See Attachment B) He stated that this would be the actual sewer fee if the rate per cubic foot on Wright-Pierce’s spread sheet were to be implemented.  The Selectmen agreed to hold a special Town Meeting, expected around February or March, to amend the ordinance.  Annual Sewer Rates would be set by the Selectmen after the Special Town Meeting.
M/M/S- Amy Gould /Warren Bryant to move forward with the sewer committees’ recommendation to go with the water meter reading process, to rewrite the Sewer Ordinance and to have the sewer committee bring a number back to the selectmen for recommended rate for the first year. 4-0-0 vote.

Acceptance of FMLA updated Policy: 
See Attachment *
Town Manager Ruth Cushman informs the selectmen that the only change in the FMLA Policy was to include military language.   
M/M/S- Amy Gould/Tom Goding to accept the FMLA Policy as written, this will replace the old policy. 4-0-0 vote.

Choose Selectmen to sit on interview committee for Fire Chief/Deputy

Selectmen Tom Goding will sit on the Interview Committee for Fire Chief/Deputy.
Budget Committee Apointments-2 year term: 
(Tabled until the next meeting)

Barbara Cook

Tina Riley

Michael Schaedler

Pamela Newton
William Rider

Other Business:
See Attachment*
Chairman Steve McCourt read a resignation letter from Steve Barker. Barker stated in his letter; personally, my family is my priority and I choose not to compromise their status or respect based on what is printed in the local newspapers.  Socially, I would prefer to run a well respected business, as I feel I am, and make a difference for my community by providing services to accommodate them in a positive way.  
M/M/S Amy Gould/Tom Goding to accept Steve Barker’s resignation from the Board of Selectmen with regrets.4-0-0 vote
Executive Session:

Vice Chairman Warren Bryant/Tom Goding to go into Executive Session under MRSA Title 1Chapter 13 Section 405, Subsection 6 at  8:15 P.M. for the purpose of :

A. Personnel Matter
At 9:20 P.M. Chairman Steve McCourt closes the Executive Session. No decision made.
M/M/S Warren Bryant/Amy Gould to adjourn the meeting at 9:21 P.M.4-0-0 vote

Respectfully submitted,

Lori Simpson

Deputy Town Clerk


