
Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes

January 18, 2010

________________________________________________________________________************************************************************************

Attending:  Chairman Steve McCourt, Vice Chairman Warren Bryant, Amy Gould, Tom Goding and Town Manager Ruth Cushman.

Also Attending:  Mark Holt (Waste Water Treatment Department), Al Landry, Donna Perry (Sunjournal), Justin Merrill, Tim DeMillo,  Michael Schaedler, Paul Gilbert, Pearl Cook, Noel Brown, Randall Berry, Bill Jones,  Rob Donald, James Shink, Michael Houlihan, James Butler, Tim Toothaker, Richard Rush, Cindy Bennett, Ryan Couture, Debbie Hoke (Livermore Falls Advertiser).

________________________________________________________________________************************************************************************
Pledge of Allegiance:  6:30 P.M.
Minutes

M/M/S Tom Goding/Amy Gould to accept the January 4, 2010 Selectmen minutes. 4-0-0 vote.

Old Business

Steve McCourt updated the citizens of Jay on the Engine Brake complaints on Rte 133 &156 (Bean’s Corner), McCourt read a letter from the Chief of Police, Larry White Sr., White stated that over 2 weeks he sent his department out there between 3:00 A.M and 5:00 A.M. as requested by the Board of Selectmen and there was very little use of Jake brakes in that area.  

On January 7th the State Police came and did a detail with their weights and measures division.  Trooper James Jones reported that they wrote 4 inspection violations. They found no straight pipe or exhaust violations, they only heard one Jake brake used during their operation that day. This is the second time that Jay Police were asked to do this by the Board of Selectmen.  White stated in the letter that it’s not that the Police Department doesn’t want to assist the citizens of Bean’s Corner; it’s the fact that there is no Ordinance or state law to enforce the issue. See Attachment*

Michael Schaedler inquired about the status of the Old Town Office. Town Manager Ruth Cushman responded, it hasn’t been sold but people are looking at it.  Cushman also added that she received a phone message with parties interested in renting it, but obviously would rather sell it to get it back on the tax roles.
Fire Department By-Laws

Tabled until next meeting.
Appointment of Jay Fire Chief and Deputy Chief

Vice Chairman Warren Bryant read a recommended statement:  After careful consideration and because of the time frame we are working within and the difficulties that we have experienced this prior year, the Board of Selectmen have asked Randall Berry to come in and be Interim Fire Chief for the Jay Fire Department.  In addition to that James Shink has agreed to serve as Deputy Chief.
Cindy Bennett asked if there were other candidates. Town Manager responded that there were two, one withdrew his application and the other didn’t have the time qualifications for the job.  Donna Perry (Sunjournal) asked what that meant.  McCourt stated that the by-laws require 10 years experience before becoming chief. 
Randall Berry stated that the Town Manager asked him to consider a short term appointment.  The process of filling the full time position for Fire Chief and getting all department members working together needs to be done thoughtfully and carefully.  Berry has experience in State Legislator, Fire Chief for 12 years for Livermore; he is also starting as a full time student at UMF.  Pearl Cook stated that she feels Randall is very qualified and will do a good job.  The Fire Chief position is paid $9,200.00 a year.
M/M/S Warren Bryant/Tom Goding to appoint  Randall Berry as interim Fire Chief and James Shink as Deputy Fire Chief, suspending temporarily the qualification of serving one year on the Jay Fire and Rescue Department for the Fire Chief. 4-0-0 vote

Randall will start February 1, 2010. The Selectmen also agreed to review the interim chief’s position in six months.  4-0-0 vote.
Discussion on Sewer Rate

Chairman Steve McCourt read a letter from Paul Gilbert.  See Attachment*

Paul Gilbert feels that the citizens don’t understand the changes being made in the Sewer Department.
Al Landry feels that having two members from the Board of Selectmen on the Sewer Committee is a conflict of interest. Pearl Cook responded, I think members of The Board of Selectmen should be on because we have to inform the Board on the plans and they are the ones that will be making the decisions. Pearl also stated that it you get to many people on this Committee you won’t be able to accomplish anything. Town Manager Ruth Cushman informed the Selectmen that they can set the number of people that they want on this committee.

After much discussion, The Board of Selectmen agreed to advertise in the newspaper for six more Sewer Committee members, three sewer users and three non sewer users.  The Board also chose to keep the seven members that are on now including the two Selectmen.
Mark Holt wanted to know how many for a Quorum because it’s going to be hard for thirteen people to get together.  Town Manager Ruth Cushman responded, six people for a quorum.  Mark Holt and Ruth Cushman will work on an Ad for the Newspaper.
Special Town Meeting Date

M/M/S Amy Gould/Tom Goding to shorten the time frame so that nomination papers will be available for 10 days and absentee for 16 days starting with nomination papers being available on January 19, 2010; with a Special Town Meeting to be held on February 16, 2010 (all day voting).  4-0-0 vote

Tri-Town Highway Agreement

After some discussion M/M/S Amy Gould /Warren Bryant to allow Town Manager Ruth Cushman to sign the Tri-Town Highway agreement with Town Managers from Livermore Falls and Wilton. 4-0-0 vote.
Anti-Nepotism Policy

The Board of Selectmen tabled the Anti-Nepotism Policy after some discussion.  Town Manager Ruth Cushman will get more information on this and bring back to the next meeting.
Deputy Code Budget

The Board of Selectmen will include a budget for the Deputy Code in the 2010-2011 Town Meeting Warrant.

Waste Management Contract Addendum

M/M/S Warren Bryant/Amy Gould to accept the contract addendum with Waste Management. 4-0-0 vote.

Other Business:  

Pearl Cook asked about the supervisor job at the Transfer Station.  Town Manager Ruth Cushman stated that it’s being advertised and will close on the 29th of January
Executive Session:

M/M/S to go into Executive Session under MRSA Title 1Chapter 13 Section 405, Subsection 6 at 8: 15 P.M. for the purpose of: 4-0-0 vote.
A. Legal Issue

Chairman Steve McCourt closed the Executive Session at 9:26 P.M. No action taken.
M/M/S Amy Gould/Warren Bryant to adjourn the meeting at 9:27 P.M.  4-0-0 vote. 

Respectfully submitted,

Lori Simpson
Deputy Town Clerk


