
Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes

February 1, 2010

________________________________________________________________________************************************************************************

Attending: Chairman Steve McCourt, Vice Chairman Warren Bryant, Amy Gould, Tom Goding and Town Manager Ruth Cushman.

Also Attending:  Judy Diaz, William Harlow, Mark Holt,(Waste Water Treatment Plant), Donna Perry (Sunjournal), Justin Merrill, George Doiron Tim DeMillo, Mary Howes, Michael Houlihan, Barbara Cook , Delance White , Richard Rush Jr., Cindy Bennett,  Debbie Hoak (Livermore Falls Advertiser), Steve Haley, Sue Weston, Mary Redmond Luce, Dr. Wall, Shiloh Ring (Code Enforcement  Officer) Ben Hanstien (Daily Bulldog), Maynard Veinotte.
_______________________________________________________________________ ************************************************************************

Pledge of Allegiance:  6:30 P.M.
Minutes

M/M/S- Tom Goding/Warren Bryant to accept the January 18, 2010 Selectmen Minutes.

3-0-0 vote.

Public Hearing on Nomination of Stephen Haley to Planning Board

Chairman Steve McCourt opens the Public Hearing at 6:40 P.M. on the Nomination of Stephen Haley to the Planning Board (first alternate).
Cindy Bennett asked how long the term was. Town Manager Ruth Cushman replied it’s a three year term. No other discussion.
Chairman Steve McCourt closed the Public Hearing at 6:45 P.M.

M/M/S Warren Bryant/Tom Goding to appoint Stephen Haley as First Alternate to a three year term on the Planning Board.  3-0-0 vote.

Old Business

Selectmen voted to raise $356,000.00 in revenues for the Sewer Department in the 2010-2011 fiscal year. If the Town votes to stay with a billing system by unit it would be $312.00 a unit; this is a $22.00 increase from last year set at $290.00 per unit.  
The Town is looking into billing by water usage.  Mark Holt (Waste Water Treatment Plant Operator) provided the Selectmen with average rates state wide. 
Town Manager Ruth Cushman asked Mark Holt to get in touch with Maine Rural Water on interest rates and also for grant information.  Mark stated that he would be in touch with them.
M/M/S Warren Bryant/Tom Goding to raise $356,000.000 in revenue for the Sewer Department for the fiscal year 10/11. 3-0-0 vote.
There are four new volunteers to join the sewer committee. This will make a total of eleven members. Three of those members will not vote (Mark Holt Waster Water Treatment Operator, Town Clerk Ronda Palmer, Town Manager Ruth Cushman) the other members are split four non sewer users and four sewer users.
M/M/S Warren Bryant/Tom Goding to appoint new Sewer Committee members, Michael Schaedler, Rob Donald, Joan Vomeigen, Sue Weston to the Sewer Committee.  3-0-0 vote.
Dr. Wall Update on State Funding

Dr. Wall (Superintendent) updated the Selectmen on the current figures he is working with on cuts, impact to taxes and the budget.   There was discussion about the use of the $216,000 that was raised and appropriated at the annual town meeting to deal with the penalty for not consolidating.  Dr. Wall asked if the Selectmen would approve the use of the money to offset the shortfall in revenues from the State of Maine.  He stated that the School was facing a loss of $484,389.72 in funding that they had been told they would have when the budget was passed.   If the School could use that penalty money Dr. Wall felt that he could make it through the year.   Dr. Wall stated that he felt that this was a penalty just not for not consolidating.
After much discussion the Board of Selectmen feel that this should be up to the voters.  Town Manager Ruth Cushman will speak with Town Clerk Ronda Palmer to set up a Special open Town Meeting. 
Resignation of Al Landry from Comprehensive Plan Committee

M/M/S Warren Bryant/Tom Goding to accept the resignation from Al Landry with regrets to come off the Comprehensive Plan Committee for personal reasons. 3-0-0 vote.
Lisa Bryant Finance Director update on Financials

Tabled until next meeting.
Environmental Ordinance/Vote to place or not to Place on Town Meeting Warrant

Town Manager Ruth Cushman stated that it was not Verso Paper that requested this but the Board of Selectmen in efforts to attract more businesses to the Town of Jay. After much discussion with the public, The Board of Selectmen voted to prepare a warrant article to amend the Towns Environmental Control and Improvement Ordinance to suspend or modify seven chapters.
M/M/S Warren Bryant/Tom Goding to direct Town Manager Ruth Cushman to prepare a warrant article to amend the Environmental Control and Improvement Ordinance by suspending or modifying, as necessary Chapters 1,2,3,4,9,12 and 13.  At a minimum, this amendment must accomplish the following:  (a) Recognize the comprehensive and adequacy of applicable Federal and State laws related to environmental performance and compliance, including reporting, (b) modify the Environmental Reserve Fund rules to allow for paying for the Code Enforcement Officer’s Department Budget while administering the amended ordinance, and (c) allow for a process to reinstate suspended or modified chapters of the ordinance at a later date, if necessary. 3-0-1 vote Amy Gould abstained. (Came late didn’t hear the discussion).
Discussion on Next Meeting Date

The Board of Selectmen canceled the February 15, 2010 Selectmen’s Meeting. 
The next meeting will be on March 1, 2010.
Other Business: 

Chairman Steve McCourt read a letter from Melissa Burnham stating she would like to serve on the Planning Board. 
M/M/S Warren Bryant/Tom Goding to sign the public hearing notice to nominate Melissa Burnham to the Planning Board. 4-0-0 vote.
Department heads would like to know if they could have a budget workshop.  Selectmen agree this is a good idea.
Chairman Steve McCourt asked for an update on the Old Town Office.  Town Manager Ruth Cushman stated that lately there has been no interest.  McCourt asked about renting it.  Town Manager Ruth Cushman responded, there were some interested parties but we were showing it to potential buyers back then.  There has been no recent activity.
Executive Session:

M/m/s to go into Executive Session under MRSA Title 1Chapter 13 Section 405, Subsection 6 at 7:50 P.M. for the purpose of :

A. Personnel-possible action after

At 8:20P.M. Chairman Steve McCourt declared the executive session over.
 M/M/S Tom Goding/Amy Gould to allow Town Manger Ruth Cushman to assign John Johnson (Highway Foreman) as the Transfer Station Coordinator position until the end of June 2010 with a review in May.  If this doesn’t work we will review the 45 resumes received. 4-0-0 vote. 
M/M/S Warren Bryant/Amy Gould to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 P.M.                                              

Respectfully submitted,
Lori Simpson

Deputy Town Clerk


