SELECTMEN’S MEETING MINUTES

JANUARY 24, 2011

6:00 PM
______________________________________________________________________________
******************************************************************************

ATTENDING:  Chairman Steve McCourt, Vice Chairman Warren Bryant, Amy Gould, Tim DeMillo, Tom Goding, and Town Manager Ruth Cushman.

GUESTS:  Donna Perry (Sun Journal), Kelly Bean (Livermore Falls Advertiser) Mark Holt (Waste Water Treatment Coordinator), David Jones (Steppin’ Out)  Al Landry,  Ellen Levesque, Delance White, Pearl Cook, Jerome Boivin, Tony Couture, Billy Calden, Darcie Comstock, Jean Richard, Carl Badeau, Joyce Drake, Harvey Calden, Paul Gilbert, Betty Calden

______________________________________________________________________________

******************************************************************************

Pledge of Allegiance:

6:00 P.M.

Minutes:

Steve McCourt stated that the Minutes for the Jan. 10th meeting should be corrected to state dumpster fees are $144.00 per year instead of per month. M/M/S Amy Gould /Tom Goding to accept the January 10, 2011 Selectmen Minutes with the above correction.   5-0-0 vote.    

Public Hearing/Special Entertainment Permit for Steppin’ Out

The Meeting was opened for a Special Entertainment Permit for Steppin’ Out. No one opposed the Permit.  Chairman McCourt closed the Public Hearing.  
M/M/S Amy Gould/ Tom Goding to grant the Special Entertainment Permit to Steppin’ Out.  Vote 5-0-0.
Public Hearing/Sewer Rates

Chairman McCourt opened the Public Hearing on Sewer Rates at 6:33 PM
Mark Holt reviewed the memo with several recommendations from the Sewer Committee. They are as follows:  

1)  Sewer fees should be assessed to all municipal and school buildings.

2)  Eliminate the current “equivalent family unit allocation” sewer billing and begin assessing sewer fees based on water usage.

3)  Have Mark Holt, Ronda Palmer & Ruth Cushman develop a policy for the Selectmen’s approval, that would deal with special circumstances such as residents without water meters, people who spend the winter in the warmer climates, erroneous water meter readings, etc… .

4)  Set a goal of $356,000 (the revenue expected in FY 2010-2011) for sewer revenue based on water usage for FY 2011-2012. (not including the municipal buildings & schools sewer revenue)  This will give the residents an “apples to apples” comparison of what they were paying under the former billing system compared to the new system. 

5)  Set the minimum annual sewer fee at $250 per year.  Set the minimum annual usage quantity at 3,200 cubic feet.  Set the usage rate at 5.58 cents per cubic foot for usage over the 3,200 cubic foot minimum.


Steve McCourt closed the Public Hearing at 6:50 PM.  M/M/S Warren Bryant, Amy Gould to accept the sewer committee recommendations.  Vote 5-0-0

The Selectmen also agreed to use the winter quarter water meter readings X 4 to determine annual usage except for in special circumstances for which Mark, Ronda & Ruth will prepare a policy for the Selectmen to vote on.  

 

The Selectmen agreed to place a first year (one time) cap on the maximum amount for the FY 2011-12 fees at no more than twice the sewer fee paid in FY 2010-11.  

 

Ronda Palmer will get a legal opinion on sending out the sewer bills as soon as they were ready to allow customers additional time to save the money needed for those who will be seeing a rate increase.  The selectmen agreed to that as well - as long as it would not impact the lien process.  

 

Mark also stated that the new sewer fees would still be lower than state average and surrounding towns. Average sewer use is 5200/cubic feet at the recommended rate the sewer bill would be $360.00.  
Steve McCourt pointed out that the Sewer Committee was comprised of eight members, four connected to town sewer and four on septic.  
Old Business

A question was raised about the proposed Waste Disposal Ordinance.  In the Ordinance it gives the Town the right at all times to enter private property. It was explained why that wording was used but the Selectmen agreed to put the Ordinance on the next agenda and to ask John & Todd to attend.  
Al Landry questioned whether there is conflict of interest on the Budget Committee.  He stated that he asked on June 7th, and has never heard back.  He stated that he no longer has an interest in obtaining this information.  Amy Gould stated that a legal opinion was done 6 or 7 years ago and the opinion should be the same.

Delance White/discussion on Environmental – asked to be removed from agenda
Set Price for Dumpsters – The Town of Jay will no longer be picking up dumpster as of June 30th.  The Selectmen had considered giving the dumpsters to the businesses that have been renting the dumpsters for years but are not allowed to give away town property.   Ruth gave the Selectmen a recommendation on prices to sell the Dumpster.  See Attached.  
M/M/S Warren Bryant/Tom Goding to accept the rates as presented for the prices to be charged for dumpsters.  Vote 5-0-0

Ruth Cushman will check to see if citizens will be allowed to haul dumpster to the transfer station and pay tipping fees.  

The Selectmen agreed that if dumpsters are left over they may be sold to private haulers.

Other Business

Dental Insurance – a couple of weeks ago the Selectmen allowed Town Employees to enroll in vision insurance as long as it was at no cost to the Town.  Employees are asking the same for Dental Insurance.  M/M/S Warren Bryant/ Tom Goding to allow Town Employees to join the Dental Insurance program at no cost to the Town , now or in the future with Maine Municipal Association.  

Budget Committee has 1 full time member and 2 alternate positions open at this time.

Executive Session:

Vice Chairman Warren Bryant made a motion and seconded by Tim DeMillo to go into Executive Session under MRSA Title 1 Chapter 13 Section 405 Subsection 6, at 7:04 P.M. for the purpose of Union Negotiations 5-0-0 vote.

The meeting returned to open session at 8:10 PM.  

M/M/S Tom Goding, Amy Gould to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully Submitted by,

Ronda Palmer
Town Clerk

