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Jay Planning Board

April 13, 2010
Board:    Delance White, Barbara Cook, Dennis Stevens, James Kachnovich, Mary Howes, 
Steve Haley and Melissa Burnham.
Staff:      Shiloh Ring, Code Officer.
Others:   Chuck Kraske, Verso Paper; Debbie Hoke, Liv. Falls Advertiser; Sue Weston. 
The meeting began at 7:00 PM and was presided over by Chairman, Delance White.
1.    
Minutes – March 9 2010
Barbara Cook made a motion to accept the minutes of March 9, 2010. Melissa Burnham seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
2.   
Verso Paper – Jay Solid Waste Schedule of Compliance – West Side Hydraulic Monitoring Program
Chuck Kraske provided the Board with several site plans of the landfill (see attached). Chuck explained that Verso had seen impacts of the landfill on the groundwater in the area to the west of the landfill. In response, and in order to continue operating the landfill, the Mill installed groundwater collection systems. The first collection well installed on the west side was WSW-1 which continually pumps groundwater from the region to the waste treatment system. Melissa Burnham questioned how serious the levels of contamination were. Chuck explained that there are two different standards to measure this. One is the drinking water standards and the other is the chemistry levels above the background monitoring wells. The constituents that Verso has seen include calcium & bicarbonate, for which there are no drinking water standards and sodium which has tested above the drinking water guidelines. Each of these constituents tested above background levels. After WSW-1 was installed, Verso continued to see impacts to the south and west. Verso made improvements to the leachate collection system, completed a secure closure and then in 2008 installed WSW-2, a bedrock groundwater extraction well. Since the continuous pumping began in Dec. 2008, Verso has been measuring water levels, and collecting and reviewing data to determine if WSW-2 is making a difference. 
Verso submitted a petition to establish an on-going water level monitoring program. Chuck explained that they had been testing an expanded program since Dec. 2008 and with the results they have obtained they would like to refine the program. Delance White questioned the location of the contaminated well in relation to WSW-2. Chuck explained that MW-408a (the contaminated well) was approximately 250 to 300 feet away from WSW-2. He provided contour maps of the groundwater levels both prior to the installation of WSW-2 and after its activation. Chuck stated that the maps demonstrated that the groundwater in the area had dropped significantly and that a much larger area was now flowing towards the pumping wells. Chuck also stated that, based on review of the data so far, there appears to be evidence that WSW-2 is capturing groundwater that has been contaminated by the landfill and drawing it back towards the landfill. Ultimately, water quality testing will show whether there is improvement. Chuck stated that it will take some time due to the dense bedrock in the area but that the area is hydraulically acting as they had anticipated. 
Verso’s petition reduces the number of wells monitored on a weekly basis. The Board reviewed the required weekly well monitoring outlined under the SOC, the April 2008 plan, the plan proposed by W&C, the wells currently monitored, and the wells proposed for ongoing future monitoring. Chuck explained that the reason for measuring the wells on a weekly basis was to assure that pumps are working and to identify any operational issues. The Board also reviewed the more extensive quarterly list, which Chuck stated are less responsive to the pumping wells but that provide additional data to draw flow nets. Verso will continue to review the data on a weekly and quarterly basis and will compile all date for review in the annual report. 
Mary Howes made a motion to approve the West Side Hydraulic Monitoring Program. Dennis Stevens seconded the motion and it passed.

3.   
Subdivision – Weston’s Granite Quarry – Amended Lot 4
The Board reviewed the application for amendment of Lot 4 of Weston’s Granite Quarry. Sue Weston and Stephen Haley proposed to subdivide Lot 4 (16 acres) of the original subdivision. The proposal is to divide it into 4 lots. Steve Haley explained that there is an existing driveway across the lot with an easement that was given to Joe Weston. The existing driveway is being proposed as a Private Road. 

The Board confirmed that a signed application had been submitted and collected the required fees. The applicants provided a letter from the Fire Dept., Burns Well Drilling, soils test information and confirmed that they were not proposing any deed restrictions. Shiloh Ring provided the Board with copies of the deed to Lot 4 as well as a wetlands characterization map from the Maine GIS website showing no wetlands on the Lot and a map from the DEP Google Earth application showing no identified threats to groundwater. The Board reviewed the criteria contained in Sections 5-301 & 5-401 and determined that the following items needed to be submitted to complete the application:

·   Section 5-301.A.8. Provide documentation on Road Association and include wording on 

     Final Plan regarding Private Road

·   Section 5-401.F.1. Statements from Police, Recycling, Highway and School

·   Change Deed reference on Final Plan from Book 2762 Page 164 to Book 2672 Page 164

·   Re-number lots on final plan to reflect 4-1, 4-2, 4-3 and 4-4

·   Angle markers need to be placed at all angles and reflected on Final Plan

·   Section 5-401.F.3 Provide statement regarding effects on ground water quality

·   Section 5-502.2-A and 2-B  - Include wording on Final Plan that “Further division of 

     approved lots is specifically prohibited without prior approval of the Board” and “Each 

     approved lot shall have one dwelling unit unless otherwise approved by the Board”.

The Board also determined that no performance bond/letter of credit would be required and that the fire pond identified in the application did not need to be shown on the Plan since it is seasonal only and the Fire Dept. did not site its existence as necessary for protection. Jim Kachnovich expressed the need to have the lots properly identified on the ground and the lines brushed out so that the Board can conduct their site visit and review the locations.
Barbara Cook made a motion to grant a waiver to Section 5-401.D.1.o. requiring “Type, location, profile and cross-section of all existing and proposed surface water drainage” as it related to the culverts and ditches on the private road. The Board sited the roads status as “private” and being maintained by an association in their determination. Mary Howes seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
Jim Kachnovich, Mary Howes and Melissa Burnham will conduct a site visit on Monday, May 3rd at 10:00 to review the lot lines and other features identified on the preliminary plan.
Barbara Cook made a motion to accept the Weston’s Granite Quarry application for amendment. Mary Howes seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
4.   
Other Business
No other business.
Jim Kachnovich made a motion to adjourn. Melissa Burnham seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
